
In the Southwestern Minnesota Synod, we rejoice as we enter the season of Advent, knowing the ways God has been present 
with us during the past year. We rejoice over the ways God has worked through our ministry together with you. We enter the 
season of Advent this year with an excitement, renewed energy, and joy! Your gi�s are having a great impact.

Generous giving from congrega�ons and individuals has allowed us to adapt ministry highlights like these for this new �me: 

 •  Gather rostered ministers for a high-caliber Fall Theological Conference that deepened rela�onships, 
  inspired hearts, and renewed ministry. 

 •  Re-imagine a one-day “equipping” event and take it “on the road” to meet people where they are
  in three different loca�ons across this synod.

We’re excited to do more, and your gi� can make it happen. An addi�onal $15,000 in giving will allow the synod to con�nue 
ini�a�ves like these to strengthen the rostered and lay leaders whom God has called “for such a �me as this.” 

 “Ministry right now is hard. I am grateful for the way our Synod is able to convene us as leaders so that we can  
 be fed and grow. I don’t know how I could continue in my role without the grace of God, the support of colleagues,  
 and the new training I’m receiving. Thank you.” 

Please prayerfully consider a financial gi� to make this possible. All sizes of gi�s, whether $25 or $2500, will have a great 
impact. Know that we are so grateful for your generosity.

May you be blessed as you prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, who said, “I am the light of the world… let your light shine 
before others.”

+ In Christ,

Rev. Dee Pederson, D.Min.
Bishop, Southwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA
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2022 Fall Theological Conference

175 E. Bridge St., P.O. Box 499, Redwood Falls, MN 56283  /  Phone: 507-637-3904  /  Website: www.swmnelca.org
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P.S. Thank you to Our Savior’s Lutheran, 
Montevideo, for a $1,000 gi� when

50 households share a gi� of any size,
and to Bethel Lutheran, Willmar, for

providing matching funds, dollar for dollar
up to $5,000.

Your par�cipa�on ma�ers! Thank you!
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PLAN A LEGACY GIFT THIS ADVENT: 
Advent is a �me of prepara�on. When you make plans to leave a gi� to the Southwestern Minnesota Synod through your will or 
trust, or by beneficiary designa�on you are passing along more than just earthly wealth; you are passing along the faith. Your gi� 
will stand as a las�ng tes�mony to your faith – one that con�nues the work of the church for genera�ons to come.  

For free, no-obliga�on access to more informa�on and resources for planned legacy gi�s contact Rev. Keith Pearson,
our Regional Gi� Planner with the ELCA Founda�on, at keith.pearson@elca.org or 773-380-2483. 

PLAN A LEGACY GIFT THIS ADVENT: 
Advent is a �me of prepara�on. When you make plans to leave a gi� to the Southwestern Minnesota Synod through your will or 
trust, or by beneficiary designa�on you are passing along more than just earthly wealth; you are passing along the faith. Your gi� 
will stand as a las�ng tes�mony to your faith – one that con�nues the work of the church for genera�ons to come.  

For free, no-obliga�on access to more informa�on and resources for planned legacy gi�s contact Rev. Keith Pearson,
our Regional Gi� Planner with the ELCA Founda�on, at keith.pearson@elca.org or 773-380-2483. 

PLAN A LEGACY GIFT THIS ADVENT: 
Advent is a �me of prepara�on. When you make plans to leave a gi� to the Southwestern Minnesota Synod through your will or 
trust, or by beneficiary designa�on you are passing along more than just earthly wealth; you are passing along the faith. Your gi� 
will stand as a las�ng tes�mony to your faith – one that con�nues the work of the church for genera�ons to come.  

For free, no-obliga�on access to more informa�on and resources for planned legacy gi�s contact Rev. Keith Pearson,
our Regional Gi� Planner with the ELCA Founda�on, at keith.pearson@elca.org or 773-380-2483. 



In the Southwestern Minnesota Synod, we rejoice as we enter the season of Advent, knowing the ways God has been present 
with us during the past year. We rejoice over the ways God has worked through our ministry together with you. We enter the 
season of Advent this year with an excitement, renewed energy, and joy! Your gi�s are having a great impact.

Generous giving from congrega�ons and individuals has allowed us to adapt ministry highlights like these for this new �me: 

 •  Gather rostered ministers for a high-caliber Fall Theological Conference that deepened rela�onships, 
  inspired hearts, and renewed ministry. 

 •  Re-imagine a one-day “equipping” event and take it “on the road” to meet people where they are
  in three different loca�ons across this synod.

We’re excited to do more, and your gi� can make it happen. An addi�onal $15,000 in giving will allow the synod to con�nue 
ini�a�ves like these to strengthen the rostered and lay leaders whom God has called “for such a �me as this.” 

 “Ministry right now is hard. I am grateful for the way our Synod is able to convene us as leaders so that we can  
 be fed and grow. I don’t know how I could continue in my role without the grace of God, the support of colleagues,  
 and the new training I’m receiving. Thank you.” 

Please prayerfully consider a financial gi� to make this possible. All sizes of gi�s, whether $25 or $2500, will have a great 
impact. Know that we are so grateful for your generosity.

May you be blessed as you prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, who said, “I am the light of the world… let your light shine 
before others.”

+ In Christ,

Rev. Dee Pederson, D.Min.
Bishop, Southwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA

rejoice
,

believers
and let your

lights appear.

,
,

“
$1,000

rejoice
,

believers
and let your

lights appear.

,
,

“
$1,000

rejoice
,

believers
and let your

lights appear.

,
,

“
$1,000


