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SAVE THE DATE!!! 
 

32nd Southwest Minnesota Synod Convention 

Women of the ELCA 

May 3 & 4, 2019 

First Lutheran Church 

Marshall, MN 

*Check inside this issue for important information regarding nominations for 

the 2020 Triennial. Voting for these positions will take place at convention 

this year. Don’t miss out! 

 



A Word from Your President 
Don’t you just sit in wonder some days as to where the time 
goes?!! As I write this, I hear on the news that the Minnesota 
State Fair begins tomorrow – always a sign that the public 
schools will be starting classes once again (if they haven’t 
started already) and the summer is done! I do hope that you 
all had a great summer and look forward to the fall season 
with joy, anticipation and hope! 

By the time you will be reading this, the Leadership Event is 
behind us for another year and the Conference Fall 
Gatherings are about half completed. Hopefully, you are all 
getting copies of the NEWS & NOTES being passed out at the 
Fall Gatherings. Those two pages have lots of important and 
wonderful information!! Thanks to the Conference boards 
for your dedication and planning of the gatherings. Thanks 
to the hosting churches (or facilities) for all the time and 
effort you all put into making sure the Fall Gatherings had a 
comfortable place to meet and food to nourish our bodies 
and souls. All the work put into these Fall Gatherings is very 
much appreciated 

The synodical board is in the process of planning and 
coordinating everything for the 2019 SW MN SWO 
Convention (Friday & Saturday, May 3rd & 4th at First 
Lutheran Church in Marshall). Hopefully, by the winter issue 
of The Communicator you will have most or all of the 
information you will need for that upcoming convention! 

At Leadership Event, those who attended were given 
information on the instructions of gathering the items for 
the LWR School Kits – which will be our designated LWR Kit 
collection at the 2019 SWO Convention. If you have not 
received information on what goes into this kit and the 
assembly instructions, then please get ahold of one of the 
synod boards Mission Action Chairpersons (Christina 
Nelson, Karla Conrard, Barbara Wurtzberger) with your 
questions. You can always contact me as well with your 
questions. We will be happy to help answer your questions! 

The deadline for Active Units to get your Unit Officer Lists 
sent in is coming up soon….NOVEMBER 15th! Each active 
unit needs to send their unit officer listing (with office, 
name, address, phone numbers, e-mail) to your 
CONFERENCE SECRETARY. Once the conference secretaries 
receive the lists then they in turn send ALL those lists to the 
Synod Secretary, Synod President and The Communicator 
Editor in January of 2019. Some of you may ask why that 
little duty needs to be done. It is very important for the 
synod level to have these completed lists. For one thing, if 
there ever needs to be contact made with the Units then the 
synod board has that information on how to reach you unit 
officers. The list is reviewed on a yearly basis and the synod 
president needs to keep the Unit Contact List up-to-date. 
This is the list that is sent to the churchwide office and it is 
very important to keep this list updated as that list is used to 
determine how many voting members our synod sends to a 
Triennial Convention. So….UNITS – mark that deadline date 
on your calendar and CONFERENCE SECRETARIES – mark 
your date on your calendars!! 

There’s some Triennial News to share for the 2020 Triennial 
being held in Phoenix, AZ in July. The dates of the Triennial 
Convention is July 14-16th & Triennial Gathering is July 16-
19th. The synod board is offering a chance for three women 
from our synod to attend the Gathering by paying for their 
Gathering registrations. (The three names drawn will have 
to pay for their own travel and hotel expenses). Women 
around the synod will have the opportunity to put their 
names in for the drawing three different times – at the 2018 
Fall Gatherings – the 2019 Spring Gatherings and the 2019 
SWO Convention. All the names will be put into one basket 
at the 2019 SWO Convention and the three names will be 
drawn at that event. So, here is a wonderful opportunity if 
you are interested in attending the 2020 Triennial 
Gathering!! Questions can be directed to your synod liaison 
to your conference or any synod board member. 

SW MN SWO women – heads up!! Are you interested in 
serving as the 2020 Triennial Promoter for our synod? If you 
are interested than please let one of the synod board 
members know. We would like to have a Promoter in place 
by the end of 2018. This is a volunteer position. Questions 
can be directed to any synod board member. 

The 2020 Triennial theme will most likely be announced at 
the Conference of Presidents in February of 2019, so as the 
months go by any Triennial news will be shared! If you are 
computer savvy and are interested, keep checking the 
churchwide website for any new details pertaining to 
Triennial.  www.womenoftheelca.org 

Have a great day and remember to keep all the women of 
our synod in your prayers! 

Joan Iverson, President 

SW MN SWO Women of the ELCA 
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Mission Community/Justice 
SWMN Women of ELCA…at one time or another, your heart 
has been torn up over the stories of disaster worldwide. 
Through your monetary assistance, compassion and prayers 
you have made a difference to a brother and sister in 
need.  One year ago this Fall, you were there again, to assist 
in the recovery and rebuilding efforts following many 
devastating hurricanes. Our prayers and offerings (unit 
giving + board donation: total of $2680) made a positive 
impact to the people of Puerto Rico. 

Hurricanes Irma and Maria delivered a devastating 1-2 
punch to Puerto Rico in September 2017. Irma skirted the 
northeast side of the island on September 6 as a category 5 
hurricane. Winds and rain from the storm downed power 
lines and caused flooding on the island. Two weeks later, 
Maria slammed into Puerto Rico as a category 4/3 storm. 

Last June, Women of ELCA sent two churchwide board 
members, Sara Larson and Jen DeLeon to visit and pray with 
the Puerto Rican women. Sara Larson is an active member of 
our SWMN Synod and a newly elected churchwide board 
member & chair of the Budget and Finance Committee. Jen 
DeLeon, is the Social Justice Director with Women of ELCA. 

The two women traveled to where hurricane Maria hit just 
nine months earlier. It was the strongest hurricane to hit the 
island since 1928. Now experts estimate the storm could 
have contributed to as many as 4,645 deaths, a far cry from 
the initial count of 1,000 in an earlier report in December by 
the New York Times. Many lives were lost to the 
inaccessibility of supplies, electricity and rescue resources. 

Upon arriving in Puerto Rico, Sarah and Jen were amazed 
how much still needed to be done, to improve the meager 
quality of life on the island. Many homes still had temporary 
roofs that are covered in blue tarps. With the hurricane 

season just starting again while the two were there, Sara 
said, “This country has never really had a chance to heal yet, 
and we’re just praying that another tragedy doesn’t happen. 
I’m so glad the Women of ELCA is here, that I was able to be 
part of a missionary journey, to relationship building, and to 
see, first hand, how strong these women are and how much 
they care about the world and themselves, are second to 
what needs to be done.” 

To say the least, it was an eye opener for these two women to 
see and meet such courageous people who experienced an 
unbelievable tragedy and persevered with a great 
determination to survive. Executive Director Linda 
Bushkofsky stated that the Holy Spirit has certainly been at 
work in these women of the Caribbean SWO. “New officers 
and board members were elected (last spring) and they are 
ready to lead their synodical organization. Praise be to God! 
The churchwide women’s organization stands ready to assist 
in other ways as the synodical organization moves forward.” 

Hurricane season is again here, this time creating havoc on 
the Carolina coast.  Please consider acting together as women 
of this church. Let us help to be God’s hands and feet and help 
to bring healing and wholeness to not only the people of 
Puerto Rico but also those on the eastern seaboard of the US. 
Through Lutheran Disaster Response we can send our gifts 
and prayers for the best possible assistance. Make your 
checks out to Women of the ELCA and write on the memo 
line “Hurricane Relief.” God bless you and thank you for 
providing your continued love and support! 

Kim Christianson, Jane Tongen, Louise Ferry 

*To read the full report on 2017 hurricane relief from LDR, 
please click here: 

Featured in Lutheran 

Magazine, Nyla Marie 

helped her community 

to survive.  Pictured 

here with Sara Larson.  

Jennifer DeLonge and Sara 

Larson here with two young 

women who are becoming active 

in the Women of the ELCA in 

Puerto Rico.  

For 2 weeks following the hurricane, 

this 28 year old woman on the right, 

helped wade through flood waters to 

get food and medicine to the needy in 

her church and community.  Here she 

is pictured with her mom, receiving 

communion ware, donated by 

Southwest State University Campus in 

Marshall, MN.  

Sara Larson sharing 

some clothes with a 

pastor in Puerto Rico.  

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/2017_Hurricanes_Anniversary_Report.pdf


Mission Action/Stewardship 
It may sound crazy, but one of the 
things I had been looking forward to 
most when I joined the Mission Action 
Committee was loading the semi with 
quilts and kits at the summer 
convention. When the morning came, it 
was sunny and very warm, and in the 
back of the semi, it was even more 
toasty. 

It was amazing during that brief span 
of a couple hours to see the boxes 
continuing to appear at the opening of 
the semi, sometimes trickling in, and 
sometimes coming in droves. There 
were two or three of us on the ground 
helping to unload vehicles, along with 
one very dedicated Boy Scout. A couple 
more of us were in the semi, hoisting 
and stacking boxes as high as we could 
reach, fitting each box into place, like 
pieces of a life-sized puzzle. 

As the morning grew warmer, our 
muscles started to protest. We kept 
going, knowing that each box we 
loaded would help many people. Every 
time we lifted a light-weight box with 
one or two quilts from a certain church 
which shall remain nameless, we 
blessed them for their consideration as 
we hurled the box to the top of the 
stack. 

And when the last box had been placed, 
there is was, filling about two-thirds of 
the semi: a year’s worth of dedicated 
work by the women of multiple WELCA 
organizations and quilting groups 
across the synod.  How many hours, 
how much love had gone into making 
those quilts and packing those kits? 
Those many boxes of various shapes 
and sizes were filled with more than 
quilts, more than school or sewing 
supplies, more than personal care or 
baby items: they were filled with 
prayers and love. 

As we go into the coming year, 
refreshed and renewed, let’s give a 
prayer of thanks for all who create and 
assemble quilts and kits, for the faithful 
people who donate supplies, and for 
those who provide transportation, 
storage, and logistics to get each item 
where it needs to be. We also pray for 
those who receive the quilts and kits, 
that they may find comfort, health, and 
an end to their suffering.  As well, we 
pray for justice and peace in our world. 

Karla Conrad, Christina Nelson, 
Barbara Wurtzberger 
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2019 In-Kind Offering Focus 

This year, the Mission Action 
team has announced that 
School Kits will be our main 
focus. 

Of course, we will also be 
accepting any Lutheran World 
Relief Kits, Quilts, Fleece 
Blankets, Soap and Christian 
Literature as well. There will 
also be  additional in kind 
opportunities. Please check 
future editions of The 
Communicator for  details. 

For additional information, 
please check the websites 
below: 

Lutheran World Relief 

https://lwr.org/ 

Check the website every few 
months as they occasionally 
tweak some of the 
requirements or rename their 
project kits.  Print the 
information for your members 
who don’t use the computer. 

There are also some interesting 
videos to view. 

https://lwr.org/videos/page/2 

Thrivent members 

please consider joining other 
members who are creatively 
using their Thrivent Financial 
Action Team seed money to 
help support LWR 
projects.  You may find some 
new ideas here: 

https://lwr.org/get-involved/
thrivent-action-teams 

Facebook 

There is also a Facebook site to 
share information and photos 
and to ask questions about 
quilts and kits:  LWR Quilters & 
Kit Makers Community 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/lwrquilters 

Why Be a Volunteer? 

It’s not for money; 
It’s not for fame; 

It’s not for any personal gain; 
It’s not just for love of fellow man; 
It’s not just to give a helping hand. 
It’s just to give a tithe of one’s self; 

That’s something you can’t buy with wealth! 
It’s not for medals won with pride; 
It’s not for that feeling deep inside. 

It’s that reward down in your heart; 
It’s feeling that you’ve been a part of helping others far and near 

THAT MAKES YOU WANT TO VOLUNTEER 

https://lwr.org
https://lwr.org/videos/page/2
https://lwr.org/get-involved/thrivent-action-teams
https://lwr.org/get-involved/thrivent-action-teams
https://www.facebook.com/groups/lwrquilters
https://www.facebook.com/groups/lwrquilters
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Mission Growth/Discipleship 

Sisters in Christ, 

I would like to share a poem just written by Nancy Giddings, CWO 
Board Member 2014-2017 

Think of a time that you may have gone on a retreat.  

Be still, 
Be still and know, 
Be still and know that I am God 
And I will come to you in the stillness. 

Be active, 
Be active and know 
Be active and know that that I am God, 
And I will come to you in the busyness. 

Be quiet, 
Be quiet and know, 
Be quiet and know that I am God, 
And I will come to you in the quiet. 

Speak 
Speak and know, 
Speak and know that I am God, 
And you will know my voice. 

This is Nancy’s reflections on a weekend at Fortune Lake 
Lutheran Camp, UP of Michigan at SWO Retreat 2018 

When was the last time I chose a new Bible? 
Has this happened to you? 

Well, it had been years for me to decide I needed a different 
Bible.  I chose one that was in the house that was used by children 
for Confirmation class. It was convenient, I liked the modern 
words chosen that anyone could read. 

I had been pondering choosing another Bible to use with the 
gather bible studies.  About that time, I became the Women of the 
ELCA’s representative to the Lutheran Men in Mission.  Their 
Master Builders Bible for Men was one I chose to read.  This 
men’s Bible has a built in Leaders Supplement. This supplement is 
written as a starting point to help men begin a Men’s 
Ministry.  This appealed to the men in my family. I wanted them 
and other men to have a Bible that was written for men by men. 
This bible has a study resource and built in questions. It describes 
10 benefits of “small Groups”. I noted it did not say a “Circle 
meeting” nor did it say “gather bible study”. 

What are 10 benefits of Small Groups? 

1.  Lives are changed 
2.  Application of the Bible to daily life. 
3.  Sharing of faith stories 
4.  Effective one-to-one Christian care 
5.  Encouragement and learning 
6.  Opportunity for service 
7.  Friendship evangelism 
8.  Nurturing of new members 
9.  Spiritual growth with accountability 
10.  Development of strong leadership 

This Bible gives 60 Felt-Need Courses. Titles of courses are Men, 
Women, Singles, Marriage, Parenting, Youth, Marketplace, 
Spirituality, Special Needs, and Recovery. 

Each Book of the Bible gives *Beginner: Bible Stories with Guided 
Questionnaires and *Advanced: Bible Teaching with margin 
questions. 

The best about this bible is that all the information to help 
develop bible studies for men, women and youth is in one book. 

As a confirmation mentor, I felt that I needed to get a another new 

bible. Our Pastor mentioned a number of families in our 
community have NO bible at all in their home.  It was her 
suggestion to get the Lutheran Study Bible- (New Revised 
Standard Version by Augsburg Fortress in 2009). Bibles were 
purchased for families in need. This bible gives a lengthy 
Introduction to the Bible (which could be used with any bible 
chosen) and a Bible History timeline. 

This Bible has sections of Subject guides, charts and figures, bible 
stories, a 30 and 60 day plan to read the bible, Prayers in the bible 
and more. 

Thank the Lord. 

Yes, I have found a bible that helps me to better understand the 
bible. 

Betty Brandt, Marcy Chapman, Betty Anderson 

https://www.amazon.com/Master-Builders-Bible-Men-Serendipity/dp/1574941526/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1537988688&sr=1-2&keywords=master+builders+bible+for+men
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/8524/Lutheran-Study-Bible-Deluxe-Edition-


Looking Out My Window by Joan 

I so enjoyed the last gathering of my local unit in August. We started this event a couple years ago 
and it seemed to be enjoyed by many, so we’ve kept it up. We are fortunate to have a couple in our 
congregation that own some creek land and have worked diligently to clean up an area of trails to 
get to the little shack that is enjoyed by their family and better yet – they’ve opened up their “Little 
House in the Woods” to our local unit one day a year! It’s a time when the women come together for 
a devotion/meditation in the woods. After our short business meeting, offering and prayer, our 
gracious hostess always has some yummy rolls to enjoy with some coffee and fellowship! I can’t 
think of a better way for our WELCA group to gather together in the peaceful surroundings of God’s 
beautiful creation! One can get to the little house by 4 wheel drive or a 4 wheeler. After our 
business, devotions and coffee we all pile into the 4 wheelers and ride the trails along the creek as 

we visit and laugh! As I drove our 4 wheeler over to the woods this year I couldn’t help but be reminded of almost 150 years ago 
when the pioneer women would walk to the “Ladies Aid” meetings and stories have been recorded of how many women knitted 
items to be given to mission work as they walked! As the years went by and the congregation grew, the “Ladies Aid” was most likely 
the most important outing for many pioneer women and some got to drive the family horse & buggy to the monthly meetings. I can 
only imagine that the husbands at home would not rest until the wife was home with the rig! 

There seems to be so much talk these days of keeping a local unit active. Keeping in touch with those units to encourage them and 
share some ways they can meet and ways they can support the Women of the ELCA to remain active is something we can all do. Our 
monthly meeting in the woods is an example of bringing the women together for devotion/prayer and giving our offerings. So if you 
know of a local unit close to you that is struggling – go visit and see what you can do to help. Thank you for being strong and bold 
women of faith! 

I feel very blessed to be following in the footsteps of Old Westbrook Lutheran foremothers. Our WELCA is small, but still strong 
because of the many bold women who have led the way. 

I came across this fun reading in a box of papers that have been saved by our local unit. It says “song” in front of the title, but no 
reference as to what tune it was sung to, so if some of you musical women out there can put it to a tune – let me know!! Maybe it 
will spark your interest and you will want to become more involved with Women of the ELCA! Enjoy!  
 
ABC’s OF WELCA ACTIVITIES 
A,B,C,D,E,F,G, an alphabetical list of Lutheran women’s activities 
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Current for Curran  

“Thank you for your awesome gifts in the amount of $3,386.25 to our Skip the Grid project—Current for Curran. Your faithful generosity 

is making a life changing difference to the patients, staff and residents at Curran Hospital. That’s right, Curran Hospital. Curran is 

located about 3 hours north of our first solar project, Phebe Hospital, and is another Lutheran Hospital that has been supported by 

Lutheran women for over 100 years. Curran is very remote, runs on expensive diesel generators, and needs exactly what Skip the Grid is 

designed to do: empower health care systems and other critical infrastructure in West Africa with solar power.  

Your contribution is taking us one step closer toward our $750,000 goal by October 31, 2018 for Current for Curran. 

Thank you for all your support. None of this could have happened without you and many others across the country.” 

-Mary Jo Mettler, NEMN Synod Women of the ELCA 

Visit www.skipthegrid.org to make a donation today! 

A is for action, you each can do your part 
B is for Bible study, for your mind and heart 
C is for conventions, and D is for devotions 
E is for eating, and feeling emotions 
F is for family, include them when you can 
G is for God, the center of our plan 
H is for helping hands, I is for inclusive 
J is for Jesus, his love is not exclusive 
K if for kits, health, school, and sewing 
L is for literacy, and leadership that’s growing 
M is for missions, N is for the needy 
O is for our offerings, come on, let’s not be greedy 

P is peace and justice, and prison ministries 
Q is for the quilts that we send overseas 
R is for retreats, and S is for singing 
T is our Thankofferings that we all are bringing 
U is the unexpected things that we do 
V is for the videos that we all can view 
W is for workshops and worship, too 
X is the x-tra special things that we do 
Y is for youth, they can be really fun 
And Y is for YOU, we need everyone 
Z is for zebra?  Because as you can see 
We could not think of anything that begins with the letter Z!  

https://www.skipthegrid.org/
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The Southwestern Minnesota Synodical Nominating Committee of the Women of the ELCA is searching for nominees to 
serve as SW MN VOTING MEMBERS TO THE CHURCHWIDE TRIENNIAL CONVENTION which will be held in Phoenix, AZ, 
July14 -16, 2020. The Voting Members will be elected at the Synod Convention May 3-4, 2019 at First Lutheran Church, 
Marshall, MN. Triennial Voting Members are elected to represent their synods and make decisions about the future of the 
Women of the ELCA during the business sessions at the Triennial Convention. The business sessions will be held July 14-
16, 2020. All Voting Member expenses - including food, lodging, and round-trip transportation - are paid by churchwide 
for the 3 days of the Convention. 

As in the past, the 2020 Triennial will have 2 parts. The second part is the Gathering with worship, speakers, workshops, 
tours, etc.  The Gathering will be held July16-19, 2020. A voting member may stay for the entire event, but she will be 
responsible for her registration fee, housing, and food for the Gathering days July 16-19, 2020. 
Each Unit shall submit the name of ONLY ONE participant for consideration by the SW MN Synodical Nominating 
Committee Women of the ELCA for the 2019 Ballot for Triennial Voting Members. SW MN synod is entitled to send nine 
delegates, three of which must be first time attendees and one a person of color or one whose first language is other than 
English. 

Be sure to secure prior consent to serve as a Triennial Convention Voting Member if elected. Please fill out the form on 
the next page for your nominee and send to the chairman of the Nominating Committee whose address is below: 

Kathy Bergs 
20245  205th Drive 

Hutchinson, MN 55350 
507-317-6802 

 

If you have questions, call Kathy at the number above. We need the forms by December 1, 2018 so we can prepare the 

ballot for the May Convention.  

Triennial Convention Voting Member Nominations are Open! 

We Need More Rubber Bands! 

A lot of us are like wheelbarrows, not much good unless pushed. 
Some of us are like canoes, we need to be paddled. 

Others of us are like kites, if not kept on a string, we fly away. 
Some of us are like balloons, filled with air and ready to blow at any minute. 

Then there are those of us that are like footballs, you never know which way we’ll bounce. 
Some are even like trailers, we need to be pulled to every meeting, every project. 

Many of us are like neon lights, we keep going on and off. 
Others of us are like rubber bands, 

we give all we can, 
stretch our time accordingly, 

hold things together, 
and bounce back to help even more! 

We need more rubber bands. 
Where can we find them? 



8 

NOMINEE FOR VOTING MEMBER TO THE 
TRIENNIAL CONVENTION OF THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

JULY 14, 15, & 16, 2020 IN PHOENIX, ARIZONA 
 
 
NAME OF NOMINEE_____________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________PHONE_______________________ 

NAME OF CONGREGATION______________________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________ 

NAME OF CONFERENCE_________________________________________________ 

Has this Nominee been a voting member to a prior Triennial Convention?_______ 

 
Give brief biographical sketch of nominee, including involvement in Women of the ELCA., church organizations 
and community (in space below): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Congregational Unit_______________________________________ 

   Address_________________________________________________    

SENT IN BY:          Name___________________________________________________ 

   Address_________________________________________________ 

 
THIS FORM IS DUE: DECEMBER 1, 2018 
 
Complete form and return to chairman of Nominations SW MN Synod WELCA: 

Kathy Bergs 
20245  205th Drive 

Hutchinson, MN 55350 

Triennial Convention Voting Member Nominations Form 



2018 Fall Conference Gatherings 
 

Conference Date/Time Location Attending Program 

Crow River 
Sept 29, 2018 

8 am 

St. John’s Lutheran 

Church 

Annandale, MN 

Betty Brandt  

Glacial Ridge 
Sept 17, 2018 

4:30 pm 

Trinity Lutheran 

Church 

Cyrus, MN 

Louise Ferry 
Melody Butler 

Eagle’s Healing Nest 

Great River 
Oct 6, 2018 

8:30 am 

Our Savior’s Lutheran 

Church 

Albany, MN 

Betty Anderson 
Pastor Janine Olson 

Walking in God’s Love 

Lac Qui Parle 
Oct 16, 2018 

5 pm 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Madison, MN 
Kim Christianson 

Earthrise Farms 

“The Song of the Universe is 

Thanksgiving” 

Lakeland 
Sept 27, 2018 

5 pm 

Green Lake Bible 

Camp 

Spicer, MN 

Christina Nelson 

Pastor Dan Bowman 

Story of Hawk Creek Lutheran 

Church 

Minnesota 

Valley 

Oct 13, 2018 

8:30 am 

Augustana Lutheran 

Church 

Gibbon, MN 

Jane Tongen 

Diane Fredin 

Rev. Diane Hunstad 

“God’s Wink” 

Prairie 
Oct 6, 2018 

8:30 am 

Danebod Lutheran 

Church 

Tyler, MN 

Linda Magnuson 

Joan Iverson 

Barb Rechtzigel 

My Journey Back to God 

Scenic Valley 
Sept 20, 2018 

5:45 pm 

Trinity Lutheran 

Church 

Walnut Grove, MN 

Marcy Chapman 

Joan Iverson 

Katie Chapman 

Shetek Environmental Education 

Director 

Shetek 
Sept 15, 2018 

8:30 am 

Shetek Lutheran 

Ministries 

Shetek, MN 

Karla Conrad 

Joan Iverson 
 

Watonwan 

River 

Oct 6, 2018 

8:30 am 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Odin, MN 

Barbara 

Wurtzberger 

Missy Berg Heilman 

“Bio Girls: Beautiful, Inside, and 

Out” 
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http://www.swmnwelca.org/event/prairie-2018-spring-gathering/
http://www.swmnwelca.org/event/prairie-2018-spring-gathering/


10 

 
SYNODICAL BOARD 2018-2019 

President: 

Joan Iverson 

23308 County Road 54, Lamberton, MN 56152 

507-445-3388  507-227-8670 (Cell) 

jackjoan73@gmail.com 

Congregation: Old Westbrook Lutheran, Westbrook 

Conference: Shetek (1st term expires 2020) 

 

Vice-President: 

Linda Magnuson 

PO Box 105, Cottonwood, MN 56229 

507-423-5243 

lindamag@charter.net 

Congregation: Christ Lutheran, Cottonwood 

Conference: Prairie (1st term expires 2019) 

 

Secretary: 

Diane Fredin 

25271 571st Ave, Winthrop, MN 55396 

507-647-2322  507-766-0895(Cell) 

difredin@mnval.net 

Cogregation: St. John’s Lutheran, Winthrop 

Conference: MN Valley (2nd term expires 2019) 

 

Treasurer: 

Maria Lokensgard 

37980 State Highway 22, St Peter, MN 56082 

507-246-5828 

mandem.loke@gmail.com 

Congregation: Scandian Grove, St Peter 

Conference: MN Valley (1st term expires Jan 2019) 

 

Board Members At Large: 

Betty Anderson 

20556 Elkview Rd, Richmond, MN 56368 

320-597-3339  612-730-8987 (Cell) 

betand83@gmail.com 

Congregation: Peace Lutheran, Cold Spring 

Conference: Great River (1st term expires 2019) 

 

Betty Brandt 

1259 Bradford St SE, Hutchinson, MN 55350 

320-587-9655  218-244-5219 (Cell) 

cookingbetty@gmail.com 

Congregation: River of Hope, Hutchinson 

Conference: Crow River (2nd term expires 2020) 

 

Marcella Chapman 

867 280th Ave, Westbrook, MN 56183 

507-274-6294  507-828-8829 (Cell) 

chapmanbm@gmail.com 

Congregation: Grace Lutheran, Westbrook 

Conference: Shetek (2nd term expires 2019) 

 

Kim Christianson 

1300 Englewood Rd, Marshall, MN 56258 

507-530-2301 (Cell) 

christianson.kim@gmail.com 

Congregation: First Lutheran, Marshall 

Conference: Prairie (2nd term expires 2020) 

 

Karla Conrad 

175 30th Ave, Jasper, MN 56144 

507-215-1624  605-331-1287 (work) 

conradkarla@gmail.com 

Congregation: Jasper Lutheran, Jasper 

Conference: Shetek (1st term expires 2019) 

 

Louise Ferry 

920 70th St NE, Benson, MN 56215 

320-843-2477  320-766-3554 (Cell) 

lferry56215@yahoo.com 

Congregation: Shepherd of the Hills, Benson 

Conference: Glacial Ridge (1st term expires 2020) 

 

Christina Nelson 

905 Meadow Ln, Willmar, MN 56201 

320-412-0510 (Cell) 

swmnwelca@gmail.com 

Congregation: Tripolis Lutheran, Kandiyohi 

Conference: Lakeland (2nd term expires 2020) 

 

Jane Tongen 

1442 Division St E, Brownton, MN 55312 

320-328-4176  320-510-1710 (work) 

jt3205101726@gmail.com 

Congregation: Grace Lutheran, Brownton 

Conference: MN Valley (1st term expires 2019) 

 

Barbara Wurtzberger 

17675 220th Ave, Sleepy Eye, MN 56085 

507-794-6869  507-276-2381 (Cell) 

rwurtz@sleepyeyetel.net 

Congregation: Our Savior’s, New Ulm 

Conference: Watonwan (1st term expires 2020) 

 

SW MN Synod Staff Liaison: 

Pastor Linda Pedersen 

PO Box 499, Redwood Falls, MN 56283 

507-637-3904 (work) 

linda.pedersen@swmnelca.org 

 

Communicator Editor: 

Christina Nelson 

905 Meadow Ln, Willmar, MN 56201 

320-412-0510 (Cell) 

swmnwelca@gmail.com 


