
 

 

 

Equip Grant: Luther Seminary School for Lay Ministry 

Luther Seminary’s School for Lay Ministry is open to all people interested in training to more fully serve 

in a variety of ministry roles in their congregations. 

Many ELCA synods provide lay schools of ministry that offer certification after training to lay people. The 

courses below were designed in partnership with the synods of the ELCA of Northeastern, Northwestern 

and Southwestern Minnesota; and Eastern and Western North Dakota to fulfill some of the 

requirements for these synods.  

 

Dates: June 26-29 and Nov. 27-29, 2017 

Site: Luther Seminary (housing is available on campus) 

The grant will provide tuition of $100. Register with Luther Seminary. 

 

To apply for this grant: 

1.) Seek support and approval by your pastor; if you are a rostered minister, seek support and 
approval from your synod minister. Please fill out the sign-off portion below and send to the 
synod office or attach file to your online application.  

2.) Fill out grant application found online at https://swmnelca.org/grants/ 
 

How to get reimbursed: 

1. Please submit your receipt or registration confirmation to Carla Klawitter at 
carla.klawitter@swmnelca.org or SW MN Synod, Attn: Carla Klawitter, PO Box 499, 
Redwood Falls, MN 56283.   

 

Sign Below:  

 

________________________________________________________________       Date: ____________ 

Person attending courses 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Pastor’s or Synod Minister’s Signature 

https://swmnelca.org/grants/
mailto:carla.klawitter@swmnelca.org


To register for courses please visit the Luther Seminary website, Lifelong Learning, Kairos. 

http://www.luthersem.edu/lifelong_learning/kairos/ or call 651-641-3416. 

 

School for Lay Ministry 

June 26-29 

 

Topics: 

 

From the Sanctuary to the Street 

What is ministry, and who does it? A simple question on the surface, the unfortunate reality is that 

ministry is often restricted to what we do in and through the church. In our time together we will 

explore the wide varieties of ministries that all God’s people engage in—daily—and how the church 

might become as good at supporting our scattered ministries as we are at supporting our gathered 

ministries. 

 

Ministry with Persons with Mental Illness 

Providing congregational and community care with persons who have mental illness manifests itself in a 

myriad of ways. Effective ministry integrates a three-fold model of care, namely the theological, pastoral 

and medical models. This course will: 

• Address the theological and pastoral insights regarding vulnerability and community in order to 
move towards an integrated ministry, while also medically surveying the wider scope of mental 
illnesses 

• Focus on integrative ministry, looking more closely at less prominent mental illnesses from the 
medical model, and seeking ways to put into practice the pastoral implications of such insights. 

 

Empire and the Old Testament 

Nearly all the books of the Bible came into being when the land of Judah was under some form of 

imperial domination. The political, social and economic realities of imperialism affected all aspects of life 

in ancient Israel, including religious observance and the production of texts. 

In this course we will use “empire” as a guiding concept for reading and interpreting the Old 

Testament. We will review the ancient political powers that held sway over Israel and Judah, and 

explore how those imperial pressures are reflected in both the style and content of selected biblical 

texts. 

 

Exploring Church, Community and Vitality in the Acts of the Apostles 

No two churches or Christian communities are exactly the same, but all of them can be places where the 

word of God is both proclaimed and lived out. These communities are places where God can be 

encountered, where we can find acceptance and meaning and where we can serve others. In this time 

of transformation and reformation, the Acts of the Apostles offers us much to consider about what a 

church community can look like, and the ways in which the people of God express the word of God. By 

exploring what the book of Acts claims about God and the gospel, we can find fresh ways of glimpsing 

God’s presence in our own experiences and our congregations. 

 

Instructors: 

Dwight DuBois, Pastor, congregational renewal professional and instructor at Wartburg 

http://www.luthersem.edu/lifelong_learning/kairos/


Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa 

Hollie Holt-Woehl, Intentional Interim Pastor, Minneapolis Synod 

Cameron Howard, Assistant Professor of Old Testament, Luther Seminary 

Matthew Skinner, Professor of New Testament, Luther Seminary 

 

Tuition: $100 

 

Course hours: 

• Monday, 1-4:30 p.m. 

• Tuesday-Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 

• Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-11 a.m. 

 

Contact hours: 16 

 

 

School for Lay Ministry 

Nov. 27-29 

 

Tentative Topics: 

 

safeTalk 

safeTALK is a half-day alertness training that prepares anyone over the age of 15, regardless of prior 

experience or training, to become a suicide-alert helper. Most people with thoughts of suicide don’t 

truly want to die, but are struggling with the pain in their lives. Through their words and actions, they 

invite help to stay alive. safeTALK-trained helpers can recognize these invitations and take action by 

connecting them with life-saving intervention resources. 

 

Myths and Realities of Rural Ministry (check online for final topics) 

Closing Thoughts on the 2017 Reformation Anniversary Year (check online for final topics) 

 

Instructors: 

Alvin Luedtke, Professor of Rural Ministry, Luther Seminary 

Glen Bloomstrom, Military Director and Faith Community Liaison, LivingWorks Education 

 

Tuition: $100 

 

Course hours: 

• Monday, 1-4:30 p.m. 

• Tuesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

• Wednesday, 9-11 a.m. 

 

Contact hours: 10 


