ELCA Hunger Grants Available

Do you have important work to do in your community but feel like you don’t have the financial
resources to make that work happen? Check out the ELCA Domestic Hunger Grant or the
ELCA Daily Bread Grants. These resources can enhance the work of your congregations.

Domestic Hunger Grant: “ELCA World Hunger Domestic Hunger Grants accompany
congregations and their partners throughout the United States and Caribbean as they draw on
the strengths of communities to address local issues such as food security, clean water,
housing, job access, human rights, policy change, leadership development and more. Together,
these ministries are part of a comprehensive approach to breaking the cycle of poverty and
hunger — for good.”" Grant recipients will show a strong sense of accompaniment, working with
individuals receiving resources from the grants to address the root causes of poverty and
inequality. Efforts should be holistic, using food to create opportunities for relationship building
and meaningful change. Efforts should be sustainable, effective, and respond to needs in a
variety of ways. Awards are given for a three-year cycle. The process for receiving a grant has
changed. A letter of inquiry must be provided prior to being invited to complete the whole grant.
The deadline for this letter of inquiry has passed for the 2023. Please stay tuned for information
about 2024 applications. (Generally the process opens shortly after Easter.)

ELCA Daily Bread Grants: These grants are available and useful for more traditional feeding
ministries completed by congregations. They can assist with fundraising and capacity building
and are available on a first-come, first-served basis. Grants typically open in the late spring.
Watch for availability.

Personal Testimony: The Domestic Hunger Grant powerfully transformed my ministry capacity
in two different worship settings. Pueblo de Dios, a mission development in South Dakota,
received a Domestic Hunger Grant while | served there. It helped provide food for our
Wednesday evening program. Program participants, who were largely from the Hispanic
community, assisted in purchasing, preparing and serving the food. Serving and sharing a meal
increased the overall participation by youth and their families as well as helped our youth
connect to church, caring adults and college students. The connection to college students
fostered positive interactions and opportunities between the students and Augustana University.
Over time, the program continued to apply for and received grant funding from the Domestic
Hunger Grant. The grant provided funding for the overall program and COVID-19 relief efforts.

! https:// elca.org/domestichungergrants



Food Packing for God’s Work Our Hands at First Lutheran/Ecumenical Food Delivery Team

At First Lutheran in Worthington, we hosted two “Better Together” food packing events. People
from various cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds came together to package food which
was bundled with supplemental items. These packing events provided take-home packages
once a month for students experiencing food insecurity. The Domestic Hunger Grant enabled
these events and program development. During the COVID-19 pandemic, needs in our
community increased significantly. The grant funds helped us to “pivot” to providing food via
church entryways (when schools were not meeting), boxes of food for families with COVID-19
and more. People from the school system, various organizations and a wide variety of
backgrounds were involved with these emergency efforts. With the sustainability provided by the
Domestic Hunger Grant, we were able to connect with many individual, congregational and
organizational donors. In this way, we were able to continue to meet the significant and
increasing needs in our community and were able to connect to the Every Meal program (based
out of the Twin Cities). This program has sustained and expanded our efforts to provide
culturally-sensitive food for all children who are in need in our school district. The Domestic
Hunger Grant helped us build community by involving several area congregations in the food
distribution and related events. We are so grateful for the exciting and beneficial path the ELCA
Domestic Hunger Grant enabled for our Worthington Community.

S

American Lutheran Food Delivery Team/St. Mary’s Catholic School Students Bundling Food

Please don't let the excellent opportunities to apply for ELCA Domestic Hunger or Daily Bread
grants pass you by!! Check out these grants and contact your Domestic Hunger Grant Team
with further questions. (Rev. Troy Pflibsen, troy.pflibsen@swmnelca.org.)

In Christ,

Rev. Jeanette McCormick
First Lutheran, Worthington, MN
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