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YOUR MISSION SUPPORT

Helps us generate ideas together

Supports ministry to share the love of Christ
in the world

Sustains our ministry together




Pastor Troy
Pflibsen

Director for Evangelical mission




GET CONNECTED WITH A COACH
TODAY

Feeling stuck? Fearing what is next? Wondering how to
begin or end well in a new setting? Grieving a loss?

Beginning something new?

Our team of highly trained
coaches will listen deeply, ask
powerful and thought-
provoking questions, and help

you discover your next, most-

faithful step.

Empowering leaders who power the Church




What People are Looking for in a Church?
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Top 5 Things that may Encourage a Non-Churchgoer to
Consider Attending Church*

| wanted to find peace in my life

24%

| was seeking a deeper sense of purpose 20%
| was seeking a deeper sense of spirituality 20%
| needed help/support to cope with 19
something difficult 0
| wanted to reconnect with my Christian
y 19%
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| would consider visiting a specific church if . . .

Non-

“I would consider visitinga specific Christian churchif...” AllU.S. Adults Churchgoers
It seemed welcomingto visitors | 34%. 28%
It seemed like | would fit in = 28% 26%
The location was convenient = 28% 24%
| was personallyinvited by someone = 21% 18%
The service times were convenient = 21% 18%
The church actively promoted inclusivity and diversity = 18% 16%
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= Now _thinki_ng_about a specific church th_ey would :tgef::: ﬁ:::;mﬂﬁggﬁg:gthelmd i = f;{,ﬁ il ﬁo;:
consider visiting, U.S. adults are most likely to say they I saw people like me in their community (e.g., racially or economically) | 17% 13%
would consider visiting a church if “it seemed welcoming  Theirteachings were clearlybased in scripture [l 22%| 13%
to visitors” (34%), “It seemed like | would fit in” (28%), It appeared to be active and wel| attended . 17% 1%
and “the location was convenient” (28%). Despite the Lttt -l = 1% L
35% who selected “none of the above” these are same lied what | sawon the churah's webste 0 — i
| could go online and listen to a sermon first il 12%) 9%
top responses among non-churchgoers. I had heard the music there was good i 12% 9%
The church offered programs important tome m 15%| 8%
The church leaders were well known and active in the community [ | 1% 6%
It's signage was clear and helpful ] 9%! 6%
| thought the church building was beautiful I 8% 6%
Their social mediawas up to date and had examples of things the church does | 7% 5%
The church had a preschool or daycare | 6%| 3%
Thereis child-care available duringservices/gatherings i 5%! 3%
The church had K-12 schooling available | 5%| 2%
Other | 2% 2%
None of the above Ei 23%! 35%
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| would continue to go to a church |

Statements that define this group...
visited if....

= The church actively promoted inclusivity and
diversity

It seemed welcoming to visitors
It seemed like a diverse congregation
It seemed like | would fit in

| saw people like me in their community (e.g.,
racially or economically)

= | knew the church was active in helping the

Klocal community




| would continue attending a church | visited if...

= When analyzed by generation, five key differences become clear. Compared to older generations, younger generations
are significantly more likely to say they would continue attending a church if there was clear inclusion of LGBTQIA+
people, they were invited to participate in something beyond the church service, the church emphasized social justice, and
if there was a strong commitment to environmental stewardship. Millennials and Gen X are specifically more likely to say,
“[if] | felt welcomed and accepted, regardless of my background or beliefs.”

“Iwould continue attending a church I visited if...”
Base: Non-churchgoers | By generations | only significant differences shown

mGenZ Millennials Gen X Boomers

31%32%
26(y0 0
23% 21%
' 15% 420 18% _ o0 17% 15%
13% 13% 119, 10% 12% 40
7% l 7% l 8% . 7% 7% 6%

| felt welcomed and accepted, There was clear inclusion of | was invited to participate in  The church emphasized social There was a strong
regardless of my background LGBTQIA+ people something outside of the justice efforts commitment to environmental

or beliefs church service (e.g., attend an stewardship

event or try a small group)
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25 gathernetwork.org

Gather Valley of the
Sun

Phoenix, AZ

Gather Ann Arbor

Ann Arbor, Ml

Gather Network X

Gather Pikes Peak

Colorado Springs, CO
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Gather Grand Rapids

Grand Rapids, Ml

jf)

Gather NoCo

Boulder & Ft. Collins,
Co
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CALLED GRACE

i/

A Community Called
Grace

Bemidji, MN

Home

Gather Jax

Jacksonville, FL

Gather Twin Cities

Minneapolis/St. Paul,

MN

Become a Gather Ministry v

The Collective

Atlanta, GA

Somethings

Grand Forks, ND

* 06 0

ELCA Young Adult Ministry

Gather Treasure

Valley

Boise, ID

Campus Ministry

Gather Cincinnati

Cincinnati, OH
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YOUR SYNOD'S PRESENCE

Ms. Cherish Holland—
ELCA Church Council

Ms. Kristy Henriksen —
ELCA Church Council

Rev. Linda Pedersen —
ELCA Committee on
Appeals

Ms. Gwen Arneson —
ELCA Committee on
Discipline




COMMISSION FOR A RENEWED LUTHERAN CHURCH

The CRLC met 5 times since July 2023, dividing the work of their original mandate amongst seven

internal committees. Since that initial meeting, members of the CRLC have hosted over 60 listening
sessions across the ELCA and offered an online survey.

* Report and recommendations coming to 2025 Churchwide Assembly.

Connect with the Commission and learn
about their work:

@elcacric

OXOG

Stay updated: ELCA.ORG/CRLC
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