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2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Candidates with 
Approved Entrance

368 308 193 191 154

Word and 
Sacrament

335 267 158 154 125

Word and Service 33 41 35 37 29





Total Current
First Call 

Vacancies: 565

Word & Sacrament 
Full Time: 332

Word & Service
Full Time: 25

Word & Sacrament
Part Time: 203

Word & Service
Part Time: 5



What People are Looking for in a Church?

Barna.com | 5







8

19%

Statements that define this group…

 The church actively promoted inclusivity and 
diversity

 It seemed welcoming to visitors
 It seemed like a diverse congregation
 It seemed like I would fit in
 I saw people like me in their community (e.g., 

racially or economically) 
 I knew the church was active in helping the 

local community

I would continue to go to a church I 
visited if….



26%
21% 18% 17% 15%

31%

15% 13% 10% 7%

32%

13% 11% 12%
7%

23%

7% 7% 8% 6%

I felt welcomed and accepted,
regardless of my background

or beliefs

There was clear inclusion of
LGBTQIA+ people

I was invited to participate in
something outside of the

church service (e.g., attend an
event or try a small group)

The church emphasized social
justice efforts

There was a strong
commitment to environmental

stewardship

“I would continue attending a church I visited if…”
Base: Non-churchgoers | By generations | only significant differences shown

Gen Z Millennials Gen X Boomers

15

I would continue attending a church I visited if…
 When analyzed by generation, five key differences become clear. Compared to older generations, younger generations

are significantly more likely to say they would continue attending a church if there was clear inclusion of LGBTQIA+
people, they were invited to participate in something beyond the church service, the church emphasized social justice, and
if there was a strong commitment to environmental stewardship. Millennials and Gen X are specifically more likely to say,
“[if] I felt welcomed and accepted, regardless of my background or beliefs.”
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