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Sample – Litany of Welcome and Blessing
Leader: Today we begin a new segment of our faith journey here at ___________ Lutheran Church as we welcome Pastor ________________, who will serve with us during this time in the life of our congregation. In the coming days, let us support each other by our continued presence at worship, our sharing in the means of grace, and our prayers for each other.

All: May God strengthen our community and relationships with power and new insight. May God grant us patience, a sense of humor, and the courage to speak the truth in love. May God help us to work together in harmony. May the Holy Spirit be among us as we seek to discern God’s will for our congregation.
Pastor: I have been chosen as your interim pastor, to be God’s servant among you during this special time, until that time when you call a permanent pastor. I pledge to you my commitment as a minister of the Gospel among you. I will pray for you, listen to you, assist you in the tasks of this interim period, encouraging and challenging you as we move through this time together.
All: Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you the power of the Holy Spirit so that you may perform them with strength and compassion. Amen.

And we, members of ____________ Lutheran Church, receive you as a fellow servant of Christ. We pledge our partnership as we continue to use the gifts God has given us to carry out the many ministries of the Gospel in this place – in worship, education, witness, service, and stewardship. We will pray for you and encourage you, striving to live together in the peace and unity of Christ as we move through this time together.
Pastor: Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you the power of the Holy Spirit so that you may perform them with strength and compassion. Amen.
L: As all of life is an interim, help us to value this time together as a reminder that our work is not in vain and our Lord will unite all things at last in glorious fulfillment of God’s promises. By these mutual statements of commitment – from you and from us – we welcome you as our pastor for this interim.
Pastor: May God bless us and lead us as we embark on this interim journey, and may we view this as a time of learning and growth as God’s Spirit instructs and prepares us for the future mission and ministry of the church in this place.
All: Lord, enable us to live our days in praise of your glory. Amen.
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